
T

B I B L E

The Ten
Commandments

The division and structure has been open to interpretation

throughout history.
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he division of the commandments

themselves is not at all certain. There are

13 sentences in the accepted Jewish version of the

Ten Commandments (17 in the Christian), but it is

difficult to ascertain with certainty from the text

itself what comprises the first commandment, the

second, and so forth. For while there are 13 mitzvotmitzvot

[commandments] to be found in the text, their

allocation to the Ten Commandments can be done

in a variety of ways. Thus there are different

traditions.

The Commandments (in Jewish
Tradition)
First Commandment ( Exodus 20:2 )

I am the Lord Your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out

of the house of bondage.

Second Commandment ( Exodus 20:3-6 )

You shall have no other gods beside Me. You shall not make for yourself

any graven image, nor any manner of likeness, of any thing that is

heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water

under the earth. You shall not bow down to them, nor serve them, for I,

the Lord Your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers

upon the children unto the third and fourth generation.

Third Commandment ( Exodus 20:7 )

You shall not take the name of the Lord Your God in vain; for the Lord

will not hold him guiltless that takes His name in vain.

Fourth Commandment ( Exodus 20:8-11 )

Remember the Sabbath, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do

all your work; but the seventh day is a Sabbath unto the Lord Your God,

in it you shall not do any manner of work, you, nor your son, nor your

daughter, nor your man-servant, nor your maid-servant, nor your cattle,

nor your stranger that is within your gates; for in six days the Lord made

heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested on the

seventh day. Wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and made it

holy.

Fifth Commandment ( Exodus 20:12 )

Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon

the land which the Lord God gives you.

Sixth Commandment ( Exodus 20:13 )

You shall not murder.

Seventh Commandment ( Exodus 20:13 )

You shall not commit adultery.

Eighth Commandment ( Exodus 20:13 )

You shall not steal.

Ninth Commandment ( Exodus 20:13 )

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

Tenth Commandment ( Exodus 20:14 )

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house, nor his wife, his man-servant,

his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is your

neighbor’s.

Non-Jewish Ordering of the
Commandments
The above are the Jewish division of the Ten Commandments. However,

such writers as [the ancient philosopher] Philo, as well as the Jewish

Publication Society’s translation of the Bible, the Greek Church Fathers,

and most Protestant churches (except the Lutherans), consider the first

of the Ten Commandments to be, “I am the Lord Your God, who brought

you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You shall have

no other gods before Me” (verses 2 and 3). That is to say, God’s very

existence and God’s relation to Israel in addition to the prohibition of

worshiping other gods are seen as belonging together, while the

prohibition of idolatry forms the second commandment.

Yet another division is used in the Roman Catholic and Lutheran

churches. This follows the written text of Torah scrollsTorah scrolls and combines

verses 2 through 6 into one commandment; that is, it includes the

prohibitions of idolatry in the first commandment. And further, it

divides the last phrase (verse 14 in Jewish, verse 17 in Christian

versions) into two parts:

Ninth Commandment: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house…”

Tenth Commandment: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife…”

The Structure of the Ten
Commandments
A dual structure can be seen in the Ten Commandments.

Commandments one through four deal with human relationships to

God. Commandments six through 10 deal with humanity’s relation to

humanity. The fifth commandment, that of honoring one’s parents,

forms a sort of bridge between the two.

While the Bible itself provides no indication of how the “words” of the

commandments were distributed on the actual stone tablets, it is

generally assumed that they stood five on one tablet and five on the

other. Some commentators (Mekhilta, Yitro 8) have seen a correlation

between the five commandments opposite each other on each of the two

tablets. So, for example, murder is an injury to God whose image man is,

apostasy is equivalent to marital infidelity, stealing will lead to a false

oath, the Sabbath violator attests falsely that God did not create the

world in six days and rest on the seventh, and the person who covets his

fellow person’s wife will end by fathering a child who rejects his true

parent and honors another.

READ: Whatever Happened to the Ten Commandments?READ: Whatever Happened to the Ten Commandments?

Some commentators speculate that the commandments range in a

descending order from Divine matters to human matters, and within

each group from higher to lower values. In this scenario, duties to God

come first, the obligation to worship God alone precedes that of treating

His name with reverence, and both precede the symbolic piety of

SabbathSabbath rest. Respect for parental authority naturally follows respect for

God. The purely ethical commandments are arranged in a hierarchal

form: life, the family, right of possession, reliability of public statements.

The last commandment, the ban in desires arising from jealousy, deals

with what is most ethically sensitive, and protects against the infringing

of the other ethical commandments.

READ: Weaving Together Ritual and EthicsREAD: Weaving Together Ritual and Ethics

The philosopher Abraham ben Chiyya, after placing the first

commandment apart as comprising all the others, divided the other nine

according to the commandments of thought, speech, and action, and

according to relations between human and God, human and his family,

and human and human, reaching the following classification:

Excerpted with permission from Every Person’s Guide to ShavuotEvery Person’s Guide to Shavuot (Jason

Aronson, Inc).
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Human &
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Thought

Second

Command:

 

“Thou shalt have

no other God”–

fear of God.

Fifth Command:

 

“Honor thy

father and thy

mother.”

Tenth

Command:

 

“Thou shalt

not covet.”

Speech

Third Command:

 

“Thou shalt not

take the name of

the Lord in vain.”

Sixth Command:

 

“Thou shalt not

murder,”

especially one’s

family.

Ninth

Command:

 

“Thou shalt

not bear false

witness.”

Action

Fourth Command:

 

“Remember the

Sabbath Day.”

Seventh

Command:

 

“Thou shalt not

commit

adultery.”

Eighth

Command:

 

“Thou shalt

not steal.”

your@emailaddress.com

An Open Door for Everyone. On Sukkot, guests

are welcomed into the sukkah — a tradition of

hospitality that's central to the holiday. My

Jewish Learning holds that same door open all

year, welcoming anyone curious about Jewish life

and community. Your gift keeps it open.

ONE-TIME MONTHLY

Choose an amount to donate

$72 $180

$360 $500

SUPPORT US

Other

Igniting journeys of

Jewish discovery your@emailaddress.com

© 2026 My Jewish Learning All Rights Reserved.

An Open Door for Everyone. On

Sukkot, guests are welcomed into

the sukkah — a tradition of

hospitality that's central to the

holiday. My Jewish Learning holds

that same door open all year,

welcoming anyone curious about

Jewish life and community. Your

gift keeps it open.

ONE-TIME MONTHLY

Choose an amount to donate

$72 $180

$360 $500

SUPPORT US

Other

Trending Topics: 1 0 / 7  K a d d i s h  M i n y a n  R e m e m b e r i n g  O c t o b e r  7  M i  S h e b e r a c h  M o m e n t

D o n a t e N e w s l e t t e r T h e  H u b  D a f  Yo m i  S a y  K a d d i s h

CELEBRATE EAT STUDY LIVE MOURN PRAY CL ASSES

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.myjewishlearning.com%2Farticle%2Fthe-ten-commandments%2F&t=The+Ten+Commandments
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=The+Ten+Commandments&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.myjewishlearning.com%2Farticle%2Fthe-ten-commandments%2F
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.myjewishlearning.com%2Farticle%2Fthe-ten-commandments%2F&media=https://www.myjewishlearning.com/wp-content/uploads/2003/05/Dobrus%CC%8Cka_synagogue_Ten_Commandments-header.jpg&description=The+Ten+Commandments
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/category/study/jewish-texts/bible/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/author/rabbi-ronald-h-isaacs/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/mitzvot-a-mitzvah-is-a-commandment/
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.20.2?lang=he-en&utm_source=myjewishlearning.com&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.20.3-6?lang=he-en&utm_source=myjewishlearning.com&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.20.7?lang=he-en&utm_source=myjewishlearning.com&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.20.8-11?lang=he-en&utm_source=myjewishlearning.com&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.20.12?lang=he-en&utm_source=myjewishlearning.com&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.20.13?lang=he-en&utm_source=myjewishlearning.com&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.20.13?lang=he-en&utm_source=myjewishlearning.com&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.20.13?lang=he-en&utm_source=myjewishlearning.com&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.20.13?lang=he-en&utm_source=myjewishlearning.com&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.20.14?lang=he-en&utm_source=myjewishlearning.com&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/torah-scroll/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/whatever-ever-happened-to-the-ten-commandments/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/shabbat/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/ritual-and-ethics-a-holy-blend/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/076576041X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=076576041X&linkCode=as2&tag=myjewishlearn-20&linkId=4T2WR2FRZPBO7IVU
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/category/study/jewish-texts/bible/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/does-the-bible-approve-of-kings/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/category/study/jewish-texts/talmud/tractate-chullin/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/chullin-52/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/category/study/jewish-texts/talmud/tractate-chullin/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/chullin-42/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/about-us/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/contact-mjl/
https://partnerships.70facesmedia.org/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-hub/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/go-on-a-learning-journey-with-mjl/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/hebrew-word-of-the-day/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/sign-up-for-my-jewish-learnings-new-shabbat-newsletter/?_ga=2.133272206.1473623505.1672931509-1980777787.1666880700
https://70facesmedia.org/
https://www.jta.org/
https://www.jta.org/newyork/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-nosher/
https://www.kveller.com/
https://www.heyalma.com/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/terms-use-re-using-content/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/mitzvot-a-mitzvah-is-a-commandment/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/category/study/beliefs-practices/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/mass-revelation-at-sinai/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/mitzvot-a-mitzvah-is-a-commandment/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/mass-revelation-at-sinai/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/does-the-bible-approve-of-kings/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/chullin-52/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/chullin-42/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MyJewishLearning/
https://twitter.com/jewlearn
https://www.youtube.com/user/myjewishlearning
https://www.instagram.com/myjewishlearningcom/
https://forms.gle/WBfF1fE4Yr1PHBDm8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGMuIedFjTi1SowqHrvaeEZnhBHDoFZFS3JbGD2qfWwbDsRA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-y7h2Ninrgz0uyRdp-yLtHYWRqqAWg6bSCrf2GbW7RYa74g/viewform
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/support
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/signup/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-hub/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/daf-yomi/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/join-a-daily-online-kaddish-minyan-with-mjl/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/category/celebrate/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/category/eat/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/category/study/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/category/live/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/category/mourn/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/category/pray/
https://myjewishlearning.circle.so/classes_home

