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Khazarian Mafia

The Khazarian Mafia is an antisemitic conspiracy theory alleging that a clandestine cabal of "fake"
Jews — supposedly descended from the medieval Khazars — controls global finance, media, and
politics.[l] The phrase has circulated widely on fringe media and social platforms since the 2010s—
2020s and was further weaponized during the 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine to malign Ukrainians
and Jews and to rationalize Russian aggression.lll2] Researchers identify the narrative as a
rebranding of older antisemitic tropes (including the blood libel) coupled to a modern misuse of the
contested and largely rejected "Khazar hypothesis of Ashkenazi ancestry".[3][4][5]

Background

The label "Khazarian Mafia" borrows from the historical
Khazar Khaganate (7th—10th centuries), whose elites are
described in some medieval sources as having adopted
Judaism; however, modern scholarship disputes the scope
and historicity of any mass conversion and rejects claims that
most Ashkenazi Jews descend from Khazars.[0Il7I8] The
contemporary conspiracy theory crystallized on fringe outlets
and blogs; for example, Veterans Today has repeatedly
published articles describing a trans-historical "Khazarian
Mafia."

Khazar Khaganate, 650-850

Core claims

Analysts summarize that proponents assert (1) modern Jews—especially Ashkenazi Jews—are not
"real" Jews but "Khazars" who secretly control world events; (2) a hidden "mafia" manipulates wars,
pandemics, and economies; and (3) Ukraine is a "Khazarian" project or state, claims that researchers
classify as antisemitic and baseless.[*l0] Media watchdogs have documented repeated promotion of
the phrase on large online communities and platforms.[9]0]

Use during the Russian invasion of Ukraine

From early 2022, researchers tracked the "Khazarian Mafia" trope on Telegram and other platforms
as part of pro-Kremlin propaganda framing, casting Ukraine as a "Khazarian" project and using the
rhetoric to justify or sanitize Russia's war.['2] Regional and European fact-checkers have debunked
claims that President Volodymyr Zelenskyy intends to create a "Khazarian Jewish state" in Ukraine
and western Russia '] and have contextualized such narratives as antisemitic conspiracism.21131(14]
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Relationship to the Khazar hypothesis

Peer-reviewed population-genetic studies do not support a Khazar origin for Ashkenazi Jews, instead
indicating ancestry primarily from Middle Eastern and European populations with medieval
admixture in Europe.[51115116] Historians likewise question the evidentiary basis for any mass Khazar

conversion to Judaism and regard the popular narrative as an overextended reading of sparse
sources.[71[17](18]

Scholarly and watchdog assessments

Think tanks and anti-hate organizations describe "Khazarian Mafia" as a modern packaging of classic
antisemitic tropes, often bundled with ones about "globalists," the "Rothschilds," and ritual
evil. [11913] Media monitors have cataloged the phrase's use on high-traffic forums such as Reddit's
r/conspiracy, where posts have promoted the "Khazarian mafia" conspiracy theory.!9]

Notable propagation

Fringe platforms and personalities have provided recurring venues for the narrative, including articles
and interviews claiming a trans-historical "Khazarian Mafia" controls governments and wars, which
circulate widely in conspiracist ecosystems.[1°]

See also

Antisemitic conspiracy theories

Blood libel

Khazar hypothesis of Ashkenazi ancestry
Russian invasion of Ukraine
Disinformation

References

1. Gerster, Lea (5 May 2022). "An Antisemitic Conspiracy Theory is Being Shared on Telegram to
Justify Russia's Invasion of Ukraine" (https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/an-antisemitic-
conspiracy-theory-is-being-shared-on-telegram-to-justify-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/). ISD.
Institute for Strategic Dialogue. Retrieved 25 August 2025.

2. "The Antisemitic Khazarian Conspiracy and Ukraine" (https://ohpi.org.au/the-antisemitic-khazaria
n-conspiracy-on-social-media/). Online Hate Prevention Institute. OHPI. 1 April 2025. Retrieved
25 August 2025.

3. "Antisemitism Uncovered: A Guide to Old Myths in a New Era" (https://antisemitism.adl.org/).
ADL. Anti-Defamation League. Retrieved 25 August 2025.

4. "Myth — Jews Use Christian Blood for Religious Rituals" (https://antisemitism.adl.org/blood/).
ADL. Anti-Defamation League. Retrieved 25 August 2025.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khazarian_Mafia 2/4


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antisemitic_tropes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Globalist_conspiracy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rothschild_family#Conspiracy_theories
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blood_libel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blood_libel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reddit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antisemitic_conspiracy_theories
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blood_libel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khazar_hypothesis_of_Ashkenazi_ancestry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_invasion_of_Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disinformation
https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/an-antisemitic-conspiracy-theory-is-being-shared-on-telegram-to-justify-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/
https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/an-antisemitic-conspiracy-theory-is-being-shared-on-telegram-to-justify-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/
https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/an-antisemitic-conspiracy-theory-is-being-shared-on-telegram-to-justify-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/
https://ohpi.org.au/the-antisemitic-khazarian-conspiracy-on-social-media/
https://ohpi.org.au/the-antisemitic-khazarian-conspiracy-on-social-media/
https://antisemitism.adl.org/
https://antisemitism.adl.org/blood/

3/5/26, 5:02 AM Khazarian Mafia - Wikipedia

5.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Behar, Doron M. (December 2013), "No evidence from genome-wide data of a Khazar origin for
the Ashkenazi Jews", Human Biology, 85 (6), Detroit: 859-900, doi:10.3378/027.085.0604 (http
s://doi.org/10.3378%2F027.085.0604), PMID 25079123 (https://pubmed.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/250791
23)

. "Khazars" (https://www.ajc.org/translatehate/Khazars). #TranslateHate. American Jewish

Committee. 30 March 2021. Retrieved 25 August 2025.

. Stampfer, Shaul (2013), "Did the Khazars Convert to Judaism?", Jewish Social Studies, 19 (3),

Bloomington: 1-72, doi:10.2979/jewisocistud.19.3.1 (https://doi.org/10.2979%2Fjewisocistud.19.
3.1), JSTOR 10.2979/jewisocistud.19.3.1 (https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2979/jewisocistud.19.3.

1)

. Behar, Doron M. (December 2013), No evidence from genome-wide data of a Khazar origin for

the Ashkenazi Jews (https://rosenberglab.stanford.edu/papers/BeharEtAl2013-HumBiol.pdf)
(PDF), Detroit: Human Biology, retrieved 25 August 2025

. Kaplan, Alex (18 September 2023). "The conspiracy subreddit is full of antisemitism, despite

Reddit rules prohibiting such content" (https://www.mediamatters.org/reddit/conspiracy-subreddit-
full-antisemitism-despite-reddit-rules-prohibiting-such-content). Media Matters for America. Media
Matters. Retrieved 25 August 2025.

"On Rumble, right-wing creators use the violence in Israel and Gaza to spread antisemitic, anti-
Muslim, and anti-immigrant rhetoric" (https://www.mediamatters.org/rumble/rumble-right-wing-cre
ators-use-violence-israel-and-gaza-spread-antisemitic-anti-muslim-and). Media Matters for
America. Media Matters. 26 October 2023. Retrieved 25 August 2025.

"An Antisemitic Conspiracy Theory is Being Shared on Telegram to Justify Russia's Invasion of
Ukraine" (https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/an-antisemitic-conspiracy-theory-is-being-s
hared-on-telegram-to-justify-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/). ISD. Retrieved 2025-09-24.

"Zelensky is not selling Ukraine and has no intention of creating a Khazarian Jewish state" (http
s://antidisinfo.net/zelensky-is-not-selling-ukraine-and-has-no-intention-of-creating-a-khazarian-je
wish-state/). ADN-Balkans. ADN-Balkans Network. 6 May 2025. Retrieved 25 August 2025.

Dangadze, Mariam (25 March 2022). "2 Anti-Semitic Conspiracies Along with the Fabricated
Photo of Zelenskyy" (https://mythdetector.com/en/2-anti-semitic-conspiracies-along-with-the-fabri
cated-photo-of-zelenskyy/). Myth Detector. Retrieved 25 August 2025.

"Ashkenazi Khazar Jews Migrating To Ukraine? Or an Annual Tradition of Pilgrims?" (https://myth
detector.com/en/ashkenazi-khazar-jews-migrating-to-ukraine-or-an-annual-tradition-of-pilgrims-a
nother-anti-semitic-conspiracy-around-ukraine/). Myth Detector. 3 October 2022. Retrieved

25 August 2025.

Xue, J. (4 April 2017), "The time and place of European admixture in Ashkenazi Jewish history",
PLOS Genetics, 13 (4) 1006644, San Francisco, doi:10.1371/journal.pgen.1006644 (https://doi.
org/10.1371%2Fjournal.pgen.1006644), PMC 5380316 (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/article
s/PMC5380316), PMID 28376121 (https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28376121)

Waldman, Shamam; et al. (November 30, 2022). "Genome-wide data from medieval German
Jews show that the Ashkenazi founder event pre-dated the 14th century” (https://www.ncbi.nim.ni
h.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9793425). Cell. 185 (25): 4703—-4716.e16. doi:10.1016/j.cell.2022.11.002
(https://doi.org/10.1016%2Fj.cell.2022.11.002). PMC 9793425 (https://www.ncbi.nIm.nih.gov/pmc/
articles/PMC9793425). PMID 36455558 (https://pubmed.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/36455558).

"Did the Khazars convert to Judaism? New research says 'no'" (https://www.sciencedaily.com/rel
eases/2014/06/140626095711.htm). ScienceDaily. Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 26 June
2014. Retrieved 25 August 2025.

Feldman, Alex M. (2022). The Monotheisation of Pontic-Caspian Eurasia: From the Eighth to the
Thirteenth Century. Edinburgh University Press. pp. 49, 56, 81.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khazarian_Mafia

3/4


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doi_(identifier)
https://doi.org/10.3378%2F027.085.0604
https://doi.org/10.3378%2F027.085.0604
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PMID_(identifier)
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25079123
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25079123
https://www.ajc.org/translatehate/Khazars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doi_(identifier)
https://doi.org/10.2979%2Fjewisocistud.19.3.1
https://doi.org/10.2979%2Fjewisocistud.19.3.1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JSTOR_(identifier)
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2979/jewisocistud.19.3.1
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2979/jewisocistud.19.3.1
https://rosenberglab.stanford.edu/papers/BeharEtAl2013-HumBiol.pdf
https://rosenberglab.stanford.edu/papers/BeharEtAl2013-HumBiol.pdf
https://www.mediamatters.org/reddit/conspiracy-subreddit-full-antisemitism-despite-reddit-rules-prohibiting-such-content
https://www.mediamatters.org/reddit/conspiracy-subreddit-full-antisemitism-despite-reddit-rules-prohibiting-such-content
https://www.mediamatters.org/reddit/conspiracy-subreddit-full-antisemitism-despite-reddit-rules-prohibiting-such-content
https://www.mediamatters.org/rumble/rumble-right-wing-creators-use-violence-israel-and-gaza-spread-antisemitic-anti-muslim-and
https://www.mediamatters.org/rumble/rumble-right-wing-creators-use-violence-israel-and-gaza-spread-antisemitic-anti-muslim-and
https://www.mediamatters.org/rumble/rumble-right-wing-creators-use-violence-israel-and-gaza-spread-antisemitic-anti-muslim-and
https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/an-antisemitic-conspiracy-theory-is-being-shared-on-telegram-to-justify-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/
https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/an-antisemitic-conspiracy-theory-is-being-shared-on-telegram-to-justify-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/
https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/an-antisemitic-conspiracy-theory-is-being-shared-on-telegram-to-justify-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/
https://antidisinfo.net/zelensky-is-not-selling-ukraine-and-has-no-intention-of-creating-a-khazarian-jewish-state/
https://antidisinfo.net/zelensky-is-not-selling-ukraine-and-has-no-intention-of-creating-a-khazarian-jewish-state/
https://antidisinfo.net/zelensky-is-not-selling-ukraine-and-has-no-intention-of-creating-a-khazarian-jewish-state/
https://mythdetector.com/en/2-anti-semitic-conspiracies-along-with-the-fabricated-photo-of-zelenskyy/
https://mythdetector.com/en/2-anti-semitic-conspiracies-along-with-the-fabricated-photo-of-zelenskyy/
https://mythdetector.com/en/2-anti-semitic-conspiracies-along-with-the-fabricated-photo-of-zelenskyy/
https://mythdetector.com/en/ashkenazi-khazar-jews-migrating-to-ukraine-or-an-annual-tradition-of-pilgrims-another-anti-semitic-conspiracy-around-ukraine/
https://mythdetector.com/en/ashkenazi-khazar-jews-migrating-to-ukraine-or-an-annual-tradition-of-pilgrims-another-anti-semitic-conspiracy-around-ukraine/
https://mythdetector.com/en/ashkenazi-khazar-jews-migrating-to-ukraine-or-an-annual-tradition-of-pilgrims-another-anti-semitic-conspiracy-around-ukraine/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doi_(identifier)
https://doi.org/10.1371%2Fjournal.pgen.1006644
https://doi.org/10.1371%2Fjournal.pgen.1006644
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PMC_(identifier)
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5380316
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5380316
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PMID_(identifier)
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28376121
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9793425
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9793425
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9793425
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doi_(identifier)
https://doi.org/10.1016%2Fj.cell.2022.11.002
https://doi.org/10.1016%2Fj.cell.2022.11.002
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PMC_(identifier)
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9793425
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9793425
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PMID_(identifier)
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36455558
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/06/140626095711.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/06/140626095711.htm

3/5/26, 5:02 AM Khazarian Mafia - Wikipedia

19. Kaplan, Alex (26 October 2023). "On Rumble, right-wing creators use the violence in Israel and
Gaza to spread antisemitic, anti-Muslim, and anti-immigrant rhetoric" (https://www.mediamatters.
org/rumble/rumble-right-wing-creators-use-violence-israel-and-gaza-spread-antisemitic-anti-musli
m-and). Media Matters for America. Media Matters. Retrieved 25 August 2025.

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?titte=Khazarian_Mafia&oldid=1341659017"

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khazarian_Mafia 4/4


https://www.mediamatters.org/rumble/rumble-right-wing-creators-use-violence-israel-and-gaza-spread-antisemitic-anti-muslim-and
https://www.mediamatters.org/rumble/rumble-right-wing-creators-use-violence-israel-and-gaza-spread-antisemitic-anti-muslim-and
https://www.mediamatters.org/rumble/rumble-right-wing-creators-use-violence-israel-and-gaza-spread-antisemitic-anti-muslim-and
https://www.mediamatters.org/rumble/rumble-right-wing-creators-use-violence-israel-and-gaza-spread-antisemitic-anti-muslim-and
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Khazarian_Mafia&oldid=1341659017

