
US President Donald Trump declared Sunday that Washington will “be involved” in Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s criminal trial, arguing that the Israeli premier has been mistreated by the law enforcement apparatus.

In a lengthy interview on CBS’s “60 Minutes,” Trump reiterated his belief that Netanyahu was being treated unfairly
by being put through his corruption trial.

Trump has weighed in on the matter several times in recent months, dismissing the charges against Netanyahu, who
is on trial for bribery, fraud and breach of trust. While speaking in front of the Knesset last month, Trump called on
President Isaac Herzog to pardon Netanyahu.

The US president has himself issued 59 pardons since returning to the White House in January, including for people
who were convicted of taking part in the January 6 Capitol riots in 2021 after Trump lost that election.

“We’ll be involved in that to help him out a little bit because I think it’s very unfair,” Trump told “60 Minutes” about
Netanyahu’s trial.

The interviewer noted that Trump had pushed Netanyahu to apologize to Qatar following the failed September 9
Israeli strike on Hamas leaders in Doha, as well as to agree to a ceasefire in Gaza, and asked whether the US president
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US President Donald Trump appears on CBS show '60 Minutes,' November 2, 2025. (Screenshot, 60 Minutes)
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could push the prime minister to recognize a Palestinian state.

US President Donald Trump talks with Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in the Knesset, October 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, Pool)

Trump dodged the question and reiterated that he has worked well with the “wartime prime minister,” adding:
“That’s the kind of person you needed in Israel at the time.”

Still, Trump did not deny having pressured Netanyahu.

“I had to push him a little bit one way or the other. I did a great job in pushing,” Trump said, adding that Netanyahu is
a “very talented guy… [who has] never been pushed before.”

“I didn’t like certain things that he did, and you saw what I did about that,” he added, possibly referring to the strike
on Qatar.

Trump was publicly critical of the strike that killed six people, including one Qatari security officer, but failed to
eliminate its intended targets.

Trump also asserted that the ceasefire he brokered in Gaza is “not fragile” and reiterated that Hamas would be
“eliminated” if it did not disarm.

The ceasefire has largely held for more than three weeks, despite several Hamas attacks, in which three soldiers have
been killed, and Israeli retaliatory strikes. Hamas has also yet to return eight slain hostages, which it says it is
struggling to reach, claiming they are buried under rubble and can only be reached by special equipment.

“It’s not fragile. It’s a very solid,” Trump said of the ceasefire. “Hamas could be taken out immediately if they don’t
behave.”

Asked how he can get Hamas to disarm as required under the next phase of Trump’s 20-point Gaza peace plan, the
president responded: “If I want them to disarm, I’ll get them to disarm very quickly. They’ll be eliminated.”

He did not, however, elaborate on how he would achieve this.

While Trump’s broader plan requires Hamas disarming, the terror group has said it will not do so, and the ceasefire
agreement signed by Israel and Hamas in Egypt on October 9 only focused on the initial IDF withdrawal, the hostage-
prisoner swap, and humanitarian aid provisions.

Trump also again asserted that Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, known as MBS, is not serious
when publicly conditioning normalizing relations with Israel on the eventual establishment of a Palestinian state.
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US President Donald Trump arrives with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman for the group photo with Gulf Cooperation Council leaders during the GCC Summit in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, May 14, 2025. (Alex Brandon/AP)

Trump was asked whether he believes the de facto Saudi leader’s recent assertion that he wouldn’t join the Abraham
Accords without a two-state solution.

“No,” he responded. “I think he’s going to join [the Abraham Accords].”

The last time Trump asserted that MBS is not sincere about his public demand for a pathway to a future Palestinian
state, the Saudi Foreign Ministry issued a statement refuting the US president’s claim.

“We will have a solution. I don’t know if it’s going to be two-state. That’s gonna be up to Israel and other people, and
me,” Trump said.

He went on to reiterate his belief that the threat of a nuclear Iran is what has held countries back from joining the
Abraham Accords, and that those agreements will now be able to expand thanks to the US strikes on Tehran’s nuclear
program in June.

“We knocked the hell out of Iran, and then it was time to stop, and we stopped,” Trump said.
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